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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MNUC NZ 

SUBJ: NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIP (NPW) VISITS AND ENTRY OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS INTO NEW ZEALAND 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. PM ROWLING HAS INFORMED ANTI-NUCLEAR 
GROUP THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE IT HAS NEVER BEEN FORMALLY 
DECLARED GNZ POLICY THAT NPWS SHOULD BE DENIED ACCESS TO 
NEW ZEALAND PORTS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES; THAT GNZ IS 
REVIEWING ITS CURRENT POLICY ON THIS SUBJECT, AND THAT 
GNZ IS NOT AT PRESENT PROPOSING ANY CHANGE TO THAT POLICY. 

HE ALSO ADVISED GROUP THAT GNZ WOULD NOT KNOWINGLY ALLOW 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS TO BE BROUGHT INTO NZ OR ITS TERRITORIAL 
WATERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. PUBLISHED EXCERPTS OF ROWLING LETTER TO CAMPAIGN 

FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT (CND) REFER TO GNZ SAFETY PROCEDURES 
REQUIRING THAT COMMANDING OFFICERS OF NUCLEAR-POWERED 
VESSELS PROVIDE CERTAIN INFORMATION TO PORT AUTHORITIES. 

PM STATES IN CASE OF NUCLEAR-POWERED MERCHANT SHIPS 
SUCH DETAILS ARE READILY AVAILABLE, BUT IN CASE OF NPWS 
SUFFICIENT INFORMATION IS DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN BECAUSE IT IS 
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GNZ LIABILITY PROCEDURE REQUIRES ACCEPTANCE OF ABSOLUTE AND 
UNLIMITED LIABILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE ARISING OUT OF NUCLEAR 
ACCIDENT INVOLVING NUCLEAR-POWERED VESSEL. 

3. REGARDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS, ROWLING WRITES THE TWO 
PRACTICAL DIFFICULTIES IN ENSURING THEY ARE NOT BROUGHT INTO 
NZ ARE THAT COUNTRIES DON'T DISCLOSE WHERE SUCH ARMS ARE 
AND THERE IS NO WAY TO VERIFY THE PRESENCE OF WEAPONS ON 
SHIPS OR PLANES TEMPORARILY VISITING NZ. 

4. RESPONDING TO CND SUGGESTION THAT NZ TREAT AS NUCLEAR- 
ARMED EVERY SHIP EVER KNOWN TO HAVE CARRIED NUCLEAR WEAPONS, 
ROWLING SAYS IT WOULD NOT BE PRACTICABLE TO CLOSE NZ PORTS 
AND AIRPORTS TO ENTIRE NAVIES, MERCHANT MARINES, AIR FORCES 
AND AIRLINES OF BRITAIN, CHINA, FRANCE, INDIA, USSR AND US. 

5. OPPOSITION LEADER MULDOON, ASKED BY PRESS FOR HIS 
POSITION RE NPWS, SAID HE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO SUCH 
VESSELS VISITING NZ PORTS. 

KILLGORE 
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